PNTS E-News

Greetings PNTS Partners and Trails Enthusiasts! 

Hope your autumn is going well!!! The PNTS welcomes submissions of news updates and descriptions of upcoming events from any trails organization or agency that would like to have their information included in the next newsletter.  Please email PNTSCommunications@gmail.com to have your announcement considered for inclusion.  

Happy Trails!

Gary Werner, Executive Director, PNTS

nattrails@aol.com   (608) 249-7870

Julia Glad, Communications and Outreach Coordinator, PNTS

PNTSCommunications@gmail.com 

Hike the Hill Hotel and Event Registration begins Nov 23

From American Hiking Society's Kim Hutson de Belle...

Hotel and event/meeting registration are done separately, but both will be available starting November 23 

Online registration for HTH events/meetings will be hosted at www.AmericanHiking.org.

 The Washington Plaza will begin accepting room reservations on Monday, November 23rd.

 http://www.washingtonplazahotel.com/

Hotel reservations information (call-in numbers and reference codes) will be available at www.AmericanHiking.org.

Looking forward to seeing you all in Washington, DC!!!

Congress Provides More Funding For The National Trails System For 2010 

Just in time for Halloween Congress completed work on the Fiscal Year 2010 Appropriations for the Department of the Interior and the USDA Forest Service.  The bill they passed included several "treats" for the National Trails System (NTS).  Funding has been provided for the trails in the budget accounts outlined here. 

LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND 

Within the $300 million appropriated for land acquisition from the Land & Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) - the largest amount appropriated in years, but still only 1/3rd of the amount authorized to be spent annually - Congress included money for the following NTS projects:

$2.82 million to the National Park Service to acquire land in New Hampshire, Vermont, and Pennsylvania for the Appalachian National Scenic Trail;

$2 million to the National Park Service to acquire land for the Ice Age National Scenic Trail with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources;

$3 million to the Bureau of Land Management to acquire land in La Cienega ACEC along El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro National Historic Trail in New Mexico;

$2.1 million to the Bureau of Land Management to acquire land for the Oregon National Historic Trail along the Sandy River in Oregon;

$1 million to the Bureau of Land Management to acquire land in the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument in southern Oregon along the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail;

$6 million to the USDA Forest Service to acquire Rocky Fork land along the Appalachian National Scenic Trail in Tennessee;

$500,000 to the USDA Forest Service to acquire land for the Florida National Scenic Trail.

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT OPERATIONS FUNDING 

Funding for the National Landscape Conservation System (NLCS) has been increased $7.9 million from last year's funding and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has been directed to establish a new "Subactivity Account" for the national scenic and historic trails within the NLCS account.  This new budget structure will bring the BLM budget into conformance with the budgets for the Park Service and Forest Service and make it much easier to track the funding for national scenic and historic trails across all three agencies.

The Senate Interior Appropriations Subcommittee directed the Bureau to establish a new budget account for the national scenic and historic trails with this language:"The Committee remains concerned about the lack of transparency in the BLM budget with regard to national trails. The Committee directs the Bureau to create a specific subactivity for the National Trails System within the National Monuments and National Conservation Areas activity. This subactivity should be included in the 2011 budget request with a clear explanation for any amounts that may be transferred from other activities and subactivities."

USDA FOREST SERVICE TRAILS FUNDING

While increasing the "Trails maintenance and construction" allocation for the USDA Forest Service by $4.3 million to $85.381 million, Congress recognized the responsibility to administer the new Arizona and Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trails and directed the Forest Service to provide full time administrators and finish the Comprehensive Management Plans for them while maintaining the funding provided for the other scenic and historic trails.

The House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee provided that guidance to the Forest Service with this language: "The Committee recommendation retains previous base funding for maintenance, construction, and operation of the network of national scenic and historic trails but encourages additional funding for required work of the newly authorized national trails. Future budget justifications should continue to provide specific trail operation, maintenance and construction funding and accomplishment data for the national scenic and historic trails. The Service should provide full time administrators and prepare the required comprehensive management plans for the newly authorized national trails. The Committee notes that the budget request, which is fully funded, includes $2,000,000 for the Pacific Crest National Trail and $1,500,000 for the Florida National Scenic Trail and funding for other national trails as described in the budget justification."

BLM AND NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CONSTRUCTION FUNDING

Congress provided $2 million in construction money for the BLM to complete the California National Historic Trail Interpretive Center in Elko, Nevada and $265,000 of construction money to the Park Service for the Ice Age National Scenic Trail. 

PLEASE FAX LETTERS THANKING THE TWO INTERIOR APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEES FOR THEIR CONTINUING STRONG SUPPORT FOR THE NATIONAL TRAILS SYSTEM TO: 

The Honorable Norman Dicks, Chairman

House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee

B-308 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 

Fax: 202-225-9069 

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein, Chairwoman

Senate Interior Appropriations Subcommittee

131 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 

Fax: 202-228-4532

PLEASE ALSO THANK THE CONGRESSIONAL "CHAMPIONS" FOR YOUR OWN TRAIL FOR THEIR CONTINUING SUPPORT 

Gary Werner

Executive Director,  Partnership for the National Trails System

FHWA Announcements

Byways Designations Announced October 16, 2009

WASHINGTON - U. S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood today announced 42 new designations to the America's Byways® collection, including five All-American Roads and 37 National Scenic Byways in 26 states. This increases the number of America's Byways® to 151. http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/pressroom/fhwa0931.htm

Byways Grants Announced October 9, 2009

WASHINGTON - Communities in 43 states will receive $40.7 million for 160 projects to improve and promote highways designated as scenic byways, Federal Highway Administrator Victor Mendez announced today. http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/pressroom/fhwa0929.htm

Submitted by Christopher Douwes, Trails and Enhancements Program Manager, FHWA.
